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LOFGREN, HONDA ANNOUNCE FUSION ENERGY BILL 
South Bay Members Join with California Colleagues to Form Long-Term Energy Solution 

 

Washington, DC- Today, South Bay Members of Congress Zoe Lofgren (D-San Jose) and 
new Science Committee member, Rep. Mike Honda (D-San Jose) announced legislation that would 
commit more federal support for fusion energy research in order to speed up the development of a 
commercially viable fusion energy power plant in the United States.  Co-sponsors of the legislation 
include Ken Calvert (R-CA), Randy “Duke” Cunningham (R-CA), Darrell Issa (R-CA), Ralph Hall 
(D-TX), Bart Gordon (D-TN), Jane Harman (D-CA), Barbara Lee (D-CA), John Olver (D-MA), 
Ellen Tauscher (D-CA), and Susan Davis (D-CA).  Many experts see fusion energy as an ideal energy 
source and a cleaner, more efficient solution to the nation’s growing energy needs. 
 

“As a member of the Science Committee, I strongly support this important, common-
sense measure that will provide needed federal funding for the development of fusion energy 
to help to meet our energy needs over the course of the next century,” said Honda.  “As we 
have recently seen in California, without an adequate energy supply, prosperity suffers.  Any 
long-term solution to our energy crisis must be based upon sound science and innovation, not 
politics as usual.” 
 

Fusion energy is basically the combination or fusion of two atoms into a larger atom that results 
in the release of tremendous amounts of energy.  This energy could be harnessed to produce immense 
amounts of electricity.  Studies have shown that fusion would produce no air pollution and would be 
safe and cannot blow up or cause a melt down.  The fuel source for fusion energy is a common form of 
hydrogen found in a resource we have in abundance— water.   

In the past decade, significant fusion energy discoveries have been made. However despite this 
progress, the U.S. fusion science budget has been cut by 40% in recent years.  In addition, no new 
fusion energy experimental equipment has been built in this country in over 20 years. 

 
“As a Member of Congress from the Bay Area, I am proud to represent a State and a 

region that is on the cutting edge of fusion research,” continued Honda.  “Academic institutions 
and national laboratories in California are undertaking groundbreaking research in magnetic 
fusion and inertial fusion research.  This important work merits strong federal support— our 
future depends upon it.”  
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